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Notes for presenting to Rotary, RSA, REBUS etc
RWD presents regularly to community groups such as Rotary, Rebus, Probus etc.  Whilst this isn’t a script for reading out to the audience, the following notes are intended to form the basis for a discussion with the audience.
We have found it very useful to borrow a projector and hook a laptop up to it for displaying the website.  There are loads of good images on there which will liven up the presentation and raise lots of talking points.
Aim
To raise awareness and gain donations.  Sometimes we get volunteers or fosterers from a presentation.
These notes are intended to support presentations.  They do not form a “script” as simply reading to the audience doesn’t work.  To engage with the audience, you need to talk about your own experiences.  So here are some headings to cover.
Background
We re-home, old, failed and  injured working dogs.  We are a Registered Charity (CC55572), which means you can claim back the tax on donations.
500 thousand working dogs around NZ.
Dogs generally come up for adoption for 3 reasons:
1. They’ve had their working career and now deserve an enjoyable retirement.
2. Injury – can strike at any age and can end a dog’s working career.
3. Unsuited.  Sometimes we get young dogs who just refuse to work.
History
Here in the Wairarapa, in 2012.  Todd on one-way trip to the vets.  Nat didn’t feel he was ready to go.
Structure and Roles
Trustees/Board/Committee/Volunteers/Fosterers
Activities
What do we do?  
Raise awareness: Presentations, Website (90 thousand page-views each month), Facebook.
Link up dogs for adoption with fosterers and adopters.
Dogs that we foster are neutered, microchipped, vaccinated and registered.  We also conduct a “home visit” for any prospective new home.  Dogs go on a month’s trial, but we will take them back at any stage if it’s not working out. 
Annual Events: Shemozzle, Country Market, Field Days, Rural Games, various dog walks etc.
Fundraising
As you can imagine, our vet bills are significant and the money we raise will help us continue our work.  We only charge an adoption fee of $200 for fit, healthy dogs, fees for older dogs may be cheaper or waived.  But note that $200 does not cover our costs. 
Website.  The website automates much of the fundraising and means that we can achieve more without over-burdening our small team.  The site runs the “Dogs for Adoption” page where visitors fill in the details for the dog, and the website generates an advert.  The site takes credit card payments for: adoptions, donations, items in the shop.  It also manages details for fosterers and adopters.
Donations.  We rely on donations.  Many folk are happy to donate money to the charity through the website.  Like all charitable donations, a receipt is issued so that the amount can be offset against tax.  A small donation is also requested for each dog advert.  
Sponsors.  
1. Coprice provide free food to all our fosterers.  In addition, they organise regular discounts for which our adopters can benefit from.
2. Free and discounted services from Totally Vets, Tararua Vetininary Services.
3. Free website and support from Avalon Marketing and Website Design Ltd! 
Items for sale:  Calendars, t-shirts, bow-ties, books.
How can the audience help?
Spread the word.  If there is an unwanted working dog out there, the owner might not have heard of us.  They need to know they have choices!
Share our Facebook posts.  The more folk that see them, the greater awareness.
We need foster homes!.  Can be from days to weeks.
We need kennels!  Some enterprising communities have a “Menz Shed” or similar.  They have been so helpful in building kennels and pens.
So, please bear us in mind if you want to sponsor RWD at your event.  Also we have built up some great fund-raising expertise over the ears so how can we help you??
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